
A message from SEAHOLM HIGH SCHOOL 

Dear Seaholm Families: 

1. We had a great PTA meeting last night with over 60 parents in attendance (along with a 

couple of students I saw peeking over their parents’ shoulders).  At the meeting we 

answered questions that had been sent in advance to Wendy Beard, PTA President.  Most 

of those questions pertained to online learning and senior activities.  I will update you on 

3 of the most common here in order for those who did not attend to benefit from the 

answers: 

Question:  “Why isn’t there a specific scheduling using Zoom or other live virtual platforms for 
teaching?” 

Answer:  In order to be “flexible” and “reasonable,” in our expectations, especially given the 

unexpected and short timeline, teachers were asked to move to online activities that allowed for 

multiple delivery systems:  live video, live chat, independent activities and research, etc.  We 

cannot expect each family to have access to individual devices at specific times of the day, so we 

offered a flexible schedule.  Moreover, not all families and teachers wish to be recorded, and that 

is their prerogative.   We do, however, encourage teachers to use a live video format whenever 

possible to connect with students visually, giving some families the ability to “opt out” of such 

sessions.  Also, these live classroom seminars are recorded for students who might not be able to 

be at a specific live seminar.  We feel as more teachers become familiar with this technology you 

may see it increase in use.  Students may have live interactions with their teachers during 
XBlock.  Please see the schedule on our Seaholm home page of our website. 

Question:  “Why did Birmingham opt for a credit/no credit system rather than using grades?” 

Answer:  While some schools are allowing for grades, most of them were on semesters, which 

started in early January, so they have many more substantive grades to be a foundation for the 

grade itself.  Being on trimesters, we essentially had just started the term, and we had very few 

grades—if any in some courses.  We did not start online learning until just last 

week.  Additionally, we did not want to put students who find the online format a difficult 

adjustment to have even more stress due to grades.  This credit system was deemed the 

“reasonable” approach, and Seaholm faculty agrees with and supports that decision as the 
professionally sound one.  

Question:  “What is going to happen to senior activities like graduation?” 

Answer:  The short answer is that we don’t have a decisive answer yet.  Ideally, we would love 

to say we can postpone graduation and all of the events scheduled for seniors.  We will wait for 

some direction from the Governor’s office on the transition plan, but please be assured that we 

would like nothing better than to move the dates so that we can have our students walk onto a 

stage and receive their diplomas.  It is a highlight for me and for the faculty.  If we can do that in 

June, or July or early August—that would be great.  But we can’t make a decision until we hear 

more about the status of large gatherings.   We would like to have a senior picnic on Maple 

Field, and we will hold out hope that we can do so.  If we can't have those large gatherings, we 
will work with students to get their input on other steps they might wish to see implemented.   



2. During the PTA meeting, a parent suggested possibly forming a Senior Activities 

Committee with parents and students.  I think this is a great idea, and I would like to 

invite you to reach out to Mr. Wicker, Dr. Hakim or me if you are interested in helping 

with this committee.   We will set up a meeting soon. 

3. From Counseling:   CollegeBoard has posted their AP Review Sessions (and AP Classes) 

on YouTube (in addition to linking them within each teacher's AP Classroom).  If you 

want to check it out, the link does not work in Internet Explorer - -try Google.  

ADVANCED PLACEMENT ONLINE CLASSES AND REVIEW SESSIONS PROVIDED BY 

COLLEGEBOARD 

             CollegeBoard has produced several AP Online Classes and Review sessions, please 

visit https://www.youtube.com/user/advancedplacement. If you run into 

technical     difficulties, please try a different browser.  

 

https://www.youtube.com/user/advancedplacement

